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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-510
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: August 15, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: August 16, 2012
Type of Action: Authorization to execute Interlocal agreements
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the Mayor and any appropriate City Council members to execute an interlocal agreement to reconstitute an expanded North Florida Transportation Planning Organization as originally authorized by Resolution 2010-361-A, and to execute another interlocal agreement with the TPO to authorize a rail corridor study to examine the feasibility of locating a new east/west alignment for a rail line within the Braddock/JIA study area.
Background Information:  Resolution 2010-361-A expressed the City Council’s support for the expansion of the North Florida TPO to add the southern half of Clay County, the southern third of St. Johns County and the western half of Nassau County to the original TPO configuration so that the entirety of all four counties was included .  The first new interlocal agreement provides for the expanded boundaries.  The second interlocal agreement effectuates the study recently approved by Ordinance 2012-297-E to evaluate alternatives for an east/west rail corridor to connect Jaxport’s Dames Point terminals to a major CSX rail line on the City’s westside.  Construction of the rail line will eliminate the need to transport shipping containers by truck from the port terminal to the rail yard, improving transfer time and reducing truck traffic on the roadways.
Policy Impact Area: North Florida TPO operations
Fiscal Impact: The City appropriated $100,000 toward the cost of the rail corridor study, which this interlocal agreement will expend.  The City budgeted $216,066 for its contribution to the TPO in FY11-12.
Analyst: Clements
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